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1. Opening Address
Osamu Watanabe, Director General, Japan Environment Association

I am Osamu Watanabe, Director General of the Japan Environment Association (JEA). On the
occasion of the Annual General Meeting of the Global Ecolabelling Network (GEN), held in the
international city of Kobe in Hyogo Prefecture, it is a great pleasure to say a few words.

Firstly, on behalf of JEA, T would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to all participants from GEN and
representatives of related institutions, as well as to representatives of the Ministry of the
Environment, including Councilor, Minister’s Secretariat Miyoshi, and representatives of the
governments of Hyogo Prefecture and Kobe City, as well as to representatives of industry, consumer
bodies and scholars.

The Global Ecolabelling Network, commonly known as GEN, is an international non-profit
association composed of Type I Ecolabelling organizations from around the world. It was established
in 1994 with the aim of promoting and developing the “ecolabelling” of environmentally friendly
products and services. GEN currently has 28 member organizations around the world. JEA was one
of the founding members of GEN and since its establishment we have been constantly involved in
GEN operations, through our own Eco Mark Office, which operates the General Affairs Office of
GEN.

Each year one of the member organizations of GEN hosts an Annual General Meeting as a forum for
mutual exchange of information and opinions among members. In addition, GEN is active in
international cooperative activities, including the construction of systems for mutual recognition
among members and the provision of technical assistance to countries seeking to build ecolabelling
systems.

Next month the United Nations Climate Change Conference, including the 15th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, or COP15, will be held in
Copenhagen, where discussions will focus on a mechanism for reducing greenhouse gas emissions
after 2013. The reduction of CO2 emissions in the civilian sector requires an urgent turnaround in
consumer consciousness and lifestyles. In such circumstances, in order to promote sustainable
production and consumption, the formation and enhancement of a green market is essential.

One of the most effective tools for achieving such a green market is ecolabelling and its role is
continuing to grow in importance. I believe that in addition to strengthening ecolabelling systems in
each country, it is important that international cooperation and exchange be promoted through GEN.

This is the 15th GEN AGM. This year also happens to be a milestone year for the Eco Mark Program
in Japan, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary. It was for this reason that we planned to hold the
AGM here in Japan this year as a part of our own 20th anniversary celebrations. The meeting today
puts the finishing touches to our series of commemorative events.

In introducing the contents of today’s meeting I would like to point out that in the symposium in
Session One, we will receive reports on the latest activities by ecolabelling organizations in various
countries, with a focus on Asia. We will also be provided with a presentation from Mr. Akihiro
Kuroda, President of KOKUYO Co., Ltd., who will introduce some of the outstanding environmental
measures implemented by Japanese companies. In the workshop Session Two, we will hear reports
from international organizations and networks.

I expect that at the AGM all GEN members will engage in fruitful discussions on the methods and
means of spreading and developing Type I ecolabelling. For other participants, I sincerely hope that
this AGM with its rich international character will provide an excellent forum for valuable
international exchange and help to deepen understanding about ecolabelling.

I close my opening address with a wish for your continued good health and success. Thank you for
your attention.
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2. Welcome Speech
Nobutoshi Miyoshi, Councilor, Minister’s Secretariat, Ministry of the Environment

I would like to welcome all the delegates to Japan. I am delighted to have the opportunity
to say a few words upon the opening of Global Ecolabelling Network 2009 Annual General
Meeting.

Fifteen years have passed since organizations operating ecolabel programme around the
world gathered and founded Global Ecolabelling Network (GEN) in 1994 for the purpose of
exchanging information among members and promoting international harmonization of
systems and standards among each programme.

During these fifteen years, GEN has achieved numerous international results, such as the
project of supporting developing nations in collaboration with UNEP (United Nations
Environmental Programme) since 2007.

GEN has contributed in the development of ecolabelling and green purchasing at the world
level.

As you may well know, we are now facing various environmental issues. Global warming,
especially, is a major crisis for the survival of mankind. IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change) reported that global warming is a fact and there is no room for doubt,
meaning countermeasures must be implemented urgently. Natural phenomenon which
seems to be caused by the influence of global warming has already been reported. Many
warn that there will be increase of impact on the ecosystem all over the world and of natural
disaster caused by the extreme weather in the near future. In addition, we are also facing
global recession from the economic point of view.

We must improve both environment and economy to overcome these crises. Many countries
are now facing severe economic conditions, and it is important to consider environmental
efforts as a chance and an incentive for economic stimulus measures, not a barrier for the
development of world economy. Reducing environmental burden of the goods and products,
which support our economy, is an urgent issue we must tackle, and we need to shift the
market demand from the ordinary to eco-friendly products.

The ecolabels of each country have contributed to the formation of sustainable society
through showing accurate information on the influence of goods from the environmental
point of view, educating consumers on the selection of eco-friendly goods, and urging
business entities to formulate environment recovery plans. However, ecolabels need to play
a more prominent role and contribute to the greening of world economy.

I hope there will be many active discussions at this annual meeting, resulting in helping
expansion and penetration of ecolabels into the society and creating a new value.

Lastly, I hope that this year’s annual general meeting will be successful and fruitful for
every country. Thank you.
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3. Opening Speech
Robin Taylor, Chair, Global Ecolabelling Network

On behalf of GEN welcome to our 2009 AGM, GEN’s 15th Annual General Meeting.

My first and most important task is to thank the JEA for hosting this event — I am very
aware of the additional work that is involved.

Of equal importance is to offer our congratulations to the Ecomark programme on achieving
20 years of operation — quite an achievement — you are now senior citizens!!

We hope that a similar function will be held to celebrate further 20 years in 2029!!

The Global Ecolabelling Network is very appreciative of the contribution that the JEA has
made to the growth and development of GEN from small beginnings to the much larger
group we now represent since 1996, providing function of general affairs office in
particular...

We have a number of guests from developing ecolabelling programmes that have been
working with UNEP, with whom I hope we can develop a closer relationship in the future.

I welcome you and sincerely hope when the development process is completed that your
organisation will join the GEN family. It would be particularly good to once more have
members from Africa as that would mean membership in all five continents.

There has been an ongoing desire to raise our profile internationally and the Board has been
actively pursuing this. It is my belief that what is important is to raise the profile of
‘ecolabelling’- specifically typel ecolabelling - rather than GEN although GEN is of course
the vehicle to carry this out. To me the primary issue is to raise funds to achieve this goal.
Unfortunately the current global crisis has pretty much prevented much progress in this
area.

It is my sincere hope that as the world emerges from the current crisis that we can further
address this issue and forge additional relationships that will facilitate the process.

This meeting is designed to take the opportunity to use the combined brainpower of all our
delegates to address the issue and find some consensus.

A number of articles and items cross my desk indicating that throughout the current crisis
green businesses have continued to grow and flourish during hard times I think this is a
good sign for the future, and the continuing good fortune for our respective programmes

This is the seventh GEN AGM I have attended — I am just a beginner really — each one I
have attended I have been struck by the friendliness and willingness of all participants to
talk, discuss and exchange views and in many cases to offer help to other programmes. This
strikes me as something rather unique to GEN and its members — I have no doubt this will
continue and encourage you all to use the opportunity to exchange views with fellow
‘ecolabelers’ as I am sure you will.

Thank you.



